CONSIDERATIONS 
Upon the STATE of our 
Publick DEBTS 


In General, 
„ ASD | 
Of the Civir LIS I 
In Particular. 


8 — 


Pars melior Senatus ad meliora Reſponſa trahere 
OT dicere; Viri © Liberi vocem auditam ! An 
credi poſſe ullum populum, aut hominem deniq; in 
ed Conditione cujus eum peniteat, diutius quam 
neceſſe fit manſurum ? Ibi pacem eſſe fidam, ubi 
voluntary pacati fint ; neq; eo loco, ubi ſervi- 
tutem eſſe velint fidem ſperandam eſſe. 

* Livii Lil. 8. Cap. 21. 


The SzxcondD Evirion. 


LO N O N. 
Printed, and Sold by J. Rog ER Ts in 
Warwick-Lane. 1720. | 


(Price Six-pence.) 


- 
G | SS 
_ 1 ES — 


- 
: 0 q 
4 
— 
FL. 


\ * 1 * 3 * . Lune . 
. * ; Fo , Y | , 
(1 2 » 
S 


— WA 


4 
18 
8 
11 
\ f 
* 
w 
+ 


— 


1 E * — 


n . "= 3 


% US). 
CONSIDERATIONS 


Upon the STATE of our 


Publick DEBTS 


In General, 


Of the CIVIL LIS I 


In Particular. 


8 


_—_—y 


** 


Pars melior Senatus ad meliora Reſponſa trahere 
& dicere; Viri & Liberi vocem auditam ! An 
credi poſſe ullum populum, aut hominem deniq; in 
ea Conditione cujus eum peniteat, diutius quam 
neceſſe fit mauſurum ? Ibi pacem eſſe fidam, ubi 
voluntarij pacati fint ; neq; eo loco, ubi ſer vi- 


tutem eſſe velint fidem ſperandam eſſe. 4 
5 Livii Lib. 8. Cap. 21, us 
— _ 8 = 
The Sz cond EDITION. 1k 
LONDON: 10 
Printed, and Sold by J. Ron ERTs in al 
Warwick-Lane. 1720. 110 
H 
1 


(Price Six-pence.) 


- — 2 * 


= = 
* 
4. 


* — ——  - = 

f __ =F ©: a” 

- 2 i — 
2 2 22 


wa lO AAGES 


= =» 
Ll 
- 
* 
* 
* 0 * 
* 
* 
- = — * - „* 
, ' 
. 3 
# 
„ 
A 
* 
* * 
6 — 
. 1 
* 
* 7 
- uy 
* 5 
” 
* 
76 
4 
4 
. 
4 
* * o 
* 
of 
* . 


SOME 


5 the STATE of our 


Publick Debts, Ge. 


75 SEE F by the ſocial Laws of 


aid one another, and to 
do kind Offices undeſir'd, 
8 it will follow that eve- 

ry Opportunity of doing 
1 is a Call to do good; and this Du- 


ty muſt encreaſe in proportion to the Im- 


portance of the Occaſion, and conſequent- 
ly the Publick has a Right to our firſt 
and beſt Service. 
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Armed with this Principle of Love to 


my Country, I ſet ſorth in an untrodden 


Path, and ſhall regard no Obſtructions 


or Difficulties I meet in my Way; but 


will unask'd, and I fear untbank'd too, 


offer my Aſſiſtance to my Superiors, and 


endeavour to ſtrengthen: their Hands in 
promoting the Happineſs of our Country, 
and removing its Burthens; which I hope 
to do, by ſhewing them a ſhort way to 
'thoſe good Ends. 

The Power and Happineſs of any 
Country depend in a great Meaſure upon 
a skilful and frugal Management of the 
Publick Treaſure, which my Lord Coke 
juſtly calls, Tutela Pacis & firmament um 
Belli: By this Conduct chiefly the Seven 
Provinces, not of more Extent than Tork- 
hire, have proved their State as conſidera- 

le as ſome of the greateſt Powers in 
Europe; and by the neglect of it, we have 
ſeen, but few Years ſince, the once formida- 
ble Kingdom of Spain expecting its Fate 
and the Deciſion of its Empire, from two 
inconſiderable Armies of Foreigners con- 
tending within its own Bowels; and the 
Spaui ards themſelves were little more than 
Spectators, ok 

"Tis with Grief and Indignation I ſay 
it, that Exgland too, which ſeems deſign- 
ed by Nature and Situation to " = 
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Pride and Glory of the World, that has 
ſo large a Dominion, ſo extenſive a Trade 
and immenſe Revenue, ſhould be ſunk 


and oppreſſed by Debts and Anticipa- 


tions, by needleſs Offices and Sallaries 
and, I wiſh I could ſay only, as needleſs 
Penſions, to ſuch a Degree as to be ſcarce 
a Match for the leſſer States of Chriſten- 
dom: We too plainly confeſs the Truth 
of this by our Manner of carrying on the 
preſent War; for though France and the 
Emperor are our Allies, and we have no 
Land Armies to maintain vpon the Con- 


tinent, nor expenſive Expeditions to the 


W-ft- Indies, yet we run in Debt every 
Lear greatly, to maintain in Effect only 
a defenſive War againſt a Country, which 
was of no Weight during the laſt and 
former Conteſts, in the contrary Scale. 
Upon this Occaſion I cannot but won- 
der at the Stupidity and miſtaken Avarice 
of too many of my Countrymen, ho in a 
late Reign thought it worth their Time to 
purchaſe little ſeeming Advantages tothem- 
{elves and Families at the Expence of their 
Country's Ruin, and were contending with 


ſo much eagerneſs for a narrow Cabin, 


when the Ship itſelf was ſinking : *T was 
ſtupendious to ſee Men of great Fami- 
lies and greater Eſtates watching the 
Siniles and Nods of hungry Courtiers, 

courting 


— 


S HOO — ES 


wv — 


— lid 
a wt I -—- — - 


BB 


courting. Dependence, and worſhipping 
thoſe who mult otherwiſe have worſhiped 
them; and this often too, for ſuch Conſide- 
rations as did ſcarce defray the Charge of 
bringing themſelves into this State of 
Servitude. 

What was then become of the noble Spi- 
rit of our illuſtrious Anceſtors, who made the 
proudeſt Miniſters to tremble, and regard. 


ed neither the Smiles or Frowns even of 


Princes, when they ſtood between them 
and their Duty to their Country ? In 
thoſe Days, they ſcorned to ſacrifice their 
own Honour and Liberty, as well as the 
Publick Good, to a Paultry Penſion, 
which they were able to give; nor did 
they quit their Family Seats (where they 
lived with a becoming Spendor, and re- 
ceived a willing Homage from their obli- 
ged and grateful Neighbours) to dance 
Attendance with a White Wand, or per- 
haps only for the Uſe of a Box and Dice. 
Tempora, O Mores! Who would have 
expected to have ſeen grave Patriots trans- 
form'd into Harlequins, and our haughti- 
eſt Pretenders become Gentlemen Uſhers ? 
But it's ſtill more amazing that Men 
of vaſt Fortunes, all depending upon 
the prudent Adminiſtration of the Pub- 
lick Affairs, and the frugal Management 
of our Finances, ſhould be ſo very wn 
lent 
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lent, as ts give themſelves no Thought, 
but how to form new Funds, and make 
new Bargains, without once conſidering 
how the Old can be ſupported. 481 
I wiſh they would now and then put 
the Caſe to themſelves, That *tis poſſible 
we may have a new War with France, 
and that the Kingdom will and ought to 
be ſaved, whatever becomes of them and 
their Intereſts ; That there is no Expedi- 
ent within the reach of Politicks to pre- 
vent a War with a Potent Neighbour, 
but by being able to make it; That the 
People are not capable of pay ing Ten Shil- 
lings in the Pound, nor will ever conſent 
to do it; That twill ſoon be impoſſible to 


find out new Funds; and then let them 


reflect what is next to be done. 
I wiſh they would not ſpend all their 
Time in the Alley, or in carouſing with 
one another over Champain and Burgun- 
dy, but would now and then deſcend to 
drink a Cup of Ale in the Company of 
poor deſpiſed and mortgaged Country 
Gentlemen, where it may be of Uſe to 
them to hear other Language: It's true 
their Ears will be offended with the un- 
uſual and ungrateful Sounds of Extortion 
and Bribery, of juggling Bargains, made 
between former Miniſters and Stock- Job- 
bers; Money then borrowed by the ſame 
Perſons 
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Petſons in one Capacity, and lent in an! 
ther; deſperate Debts: bought up by 
Confederacy: for. trifing Sums, and then 
made good; Publick Maney got into pri- 
vate Hands, and then lent to the Publick 
again for great Præmiums, and at great 
Intereſt, and after wards ſquandred away to 
make room for new Projects: It's poflible 
too, ſome of theſe Ruſticks may ſhew a lit⸗ 
tle Unealineſs to ſee thoſe, who but few 
Years ſince would not have kept on their 
Hats before them, ride now about in 
Coaches and Six, with pompous Liveries 
and Attendants, maintained out of their 
Eſtates, whilſt themſelves walk on Foot ; 
and all this while poſſibly their Country- 
Underſtandings may not find out the leaft 
Merit, Virtue, or Publick Service, done 
by thele ſhining Gallants to countenance 
ſuch a Diſtinction. . 5 % fire 
How unreaſonable ſoever theſe Sugge- 


ſtions and Diſcourſes are, (which perhaps 1 


may be ſaid to proceed from Emulation, 
Envy, and often from Diſaffection) yet 


*ris certain they come from thoſe Wo 


have, and always will have, a great ſhare 


in our Legiſlature, in ſpight of all that can ' 


be done to prevent it. . 
Thoſe too, who are moſt depended 


upon, will, I doubt not, then, like another 


ſort of Vermin, know how to quit a fal- 


ling 
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ling Honſe, and ſpeak in a different 
Strain; They will tell as that nothing is 
juſt or unjuſt, but as it promotes or hinders 
the Publick Good, 

They will tell us it's barbarous to blow 
up Houſes, and ſometimes ſhut them up 
with People in them; and yet 'tis often 
done to prevent the ſpreading of Fires, 
and infectious Diſtempers, and no Law 
gives Remedy for ſuch Injuries. 


We ſhall be told Towns, Countries, 


and Provinces are laid waſte by thoſe 
whoſe Duty tis to protect them, when tis 
neceſſary to oppoſe or diſtreſs a Publick 
Enemy, without the Imputation of Cruel: 
ty or want of Humanity. 

We ſhall be told Towns beſieged 
have thought it lawful to eat one ano- 

ther, rather than ſubmit to a barbarous 
Enemy. 
They will tell us ſuch Exigencies may 
happen to a State, that it may not only 
be lawful, but the Duty of Legiſlators, to 
ſeize Wealth and Treaſure wherever they 
find it; and the want of ſuch a ſeaſonable 
Reſolution, loſt Conſtantinople to the 
Parks, © 

God forbid that this Nation ſhould e- 
ver be reduced to ſuch a-fatal Neceſlity ! 
My Heart akes, and my Pen trembles 


when I mention it: I abominate the 
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Thought; and the Intent of this Paper is 
to prevent it, and to call upon my 


Countrymen to join Hand and Heart, 


and to lay aſide their little Party Animo- 
ſities, and unite this once to fave them- 


ſelves and Country; which muſt be done 


by curbing thoſe who will otherwiſe curb 
us; by contracting the Publick Expences 
of all Kinds; by cutting off and retrench- 
ing Penſions, as well as uſeleſs and exor- 
bitant Salaries, (if any ſuch there be;) 
by examining into every Branch of the 
Publick Revenue, as well as the Publick 
Expence, and ſeeing it be brought in care- 
fully, and laid out frugally. 0 
What can be more invidious than for 
a Nation, ſtaggering under the Weight 
and Oppreſſion of its Debts, eaten up 
with Uſury, and exhauſted with Pay- 
ments, to have the additional Mortifica- 
tion of ſeeing private and Worthleſs Men 


riot in their Calamities, and grow Rich, 


whilit they grow Poor; to ſee the 
Tow every Day glittering with New 
and Pompous Equipages, whilſt they are 


mortgaging and felling their Eſtates ; to 


ſee blazing Meteors ſuddenly exhaled out 
of their Jakes, and their Mudd (as 1n 
4gypt) warmed into Monſters ? 


No 
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No Man, who has the leaſt regard. to 
Publick or Private Happineſs, will com- 
plain of, or regret, thoſe Expences which 
have a viſible Tendency to his Country's: 
Good: Every Man receives again with In- 
tereſt his Proportion of ſuch Taxes, which 
he pays with one Hand and receives with 
the other, and his Share in the general Fe- 
licity is his ample Recompence; but then 
he has a Right to expect they be laid out 
to the Uſes for which they are given, 
and with the greateſt Frugality, and that 
private Men be not enrich'd at the Pub- 
lick Coſt, but as they have contributed to 

the Publick Good. FELT 
I hope I may without Offence to any 
honeſt Man affirm, that all which IJ have 
complained of, was our own Caſe during 
the laſt four Years of the Queen's Reign. 
I hope it is otherwiſe now, I {aw then, 
as I thought, the Nation ſinking under 
a moſt corrupt and fooliſh Adminiſtrati- 
on, juſt ready to be delivered up'to its 
Hereditary and moſt inveterate Enemy, 
enervated by a long and tedious War, 
its Traffick betrayed, its Finances dif- 
compoſed, its People diſaffected, its Cler- 
gycorrupted, and every thing tending to 
an univerſal Ruin and Deſolation ; when 
ſcemed to hear a Voice from Heaven, 
which promiſed us a ſecond Redemprion, 
D 2 BE 
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If any one had then known that we 
ſhould be bleſſed with the beſt Prince li- 
ving, who deſired nothing of us but to 
make ourſelves happy, and to whoſe Fas 
vour we could no otherwiſe addreſs our 
ſelves, but by Profeſſions to ſerve our 
Country; who ſhared in all our Feelings, 
and panted to eaſe them; and in order to 
it choſe his Miniſtry out of the moſt re- 
markable Oppoſers of the former wicked 


' Adminiſtration: If this Perſon had then 


told us, that the late vile Miſcreants ſhould 3 
eſcape untouched, and carry off their Plun- 
der with Impunity ; That little ſhould be 
attempted to reform the People, and leſs i 
the Clergy ; That nothing conſiderable . 
ſhould be done to leſſen the Publick Bur- 
thens; but on the contrary Penſions, Sa- 
laries and Fees ſhould encreaſe immenſely; 
That in four Years time, the National 
Debts ſhould be encreaſed by many Mil- 
lions, without any viſible Advantage ac- 
cruing to the Publick; nay, that the moſt 
conſiderable if not the only Advantage, 
ſtipulated for us by the Projectors of the 
1: treacherous Peace, ſhould be but once 
thought of being given up; I fay, 


whoever {hould have ſurmized all this, 


mult have paſſed for a Madman or Tray- 
For, | 


* 
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As for my ſelf, I am thoroughly ſatis- 
fied that nothing has been wanting on his 
Majeſty's Part, and I hope thoſe whoſe 
Buſineſs it is, will convince us by their 
hearty and vigorous Efforts this preſent 
Seſſions, that no Lukewarmneſs, affected 
Difficulties, or worſe Views, but true and 


real Diſappointments, have hindered it on 


theirs, | 

If it was proper for me to put my 
Name to this Paper, I am perſwaded all 
who know me will do me the Juſtice 
to own, I was long partial to theſe Gen- 


tlemens Intereſts, often fought their Bat- 


tles, and ſincerely wiſh for a fair Occaſi- 
on to do fo again; not by receiving any 
particular or perſonal Favours to my elf, 
which I neither expect, want or. deſire, 
but in common to my Countrymen and 
Fellow Subjects, | 
With Impatience I expect this Satisfa- 
ion, and with Pleaſure and Tranſport 


hear, that the Bleſſing is near of an ho- 


nourable and advantagious Peace, and 
doubt not but my Countrymen will take 
this Opportunity to compleat their Hap- 
pineſs, and endeavour to extricate the Na- 
tion out of all its Difficulties; We are in 
no Circumſtances of engaging in Fairy 
and Fantaſtical Wars, or of making fruit» 
leſs and wanton Expeditions, or indeed 

any 
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any at all, which are not indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary to our own Preſervation. 


Every Man ought to contribute his ut⸗ 
molt to fave himſelf and Country: Thoſe 
who have long enjoyed uſeleſs Offices, or 
more uſeleſs Penſions, ought of their own 


accord to throw them into the Publick 


Stock : Such as, worthily execute Em- 
ployments beneficial to their Country, 


ought to content themſelves with mode- 
rate Rewards, and accept their own and 
the Publick Security, as Part of their 
Recompence. Thoſe whoſe Fortunes de- 
pend more immediately upon the preſent 
Eftabliſhment, ought not to dinn our 


Ears with Bargains founded in Wanton- 


neſs, (not to ſay Corruption) bur willingly 
acquieſce with leſs Intereſt to ſecure the 
Principal; and I hope the Landed Inte- 


reſt will contribute eel towards pay- + 


ing off thoſe Debts; of which every Man 
owes a part in proportion to his Eſtate ; 


and I could wiſh too the Parliament 


would oblige all Officers to bring in a 
Liſt of their Fees, have them compared 
with what they were anciently, and ſet- 
tle them for the future in ſuch Manner 
that every one may know what he is to 


pay, with the ſevereſt Penalties upon thoſe 


who extort more. 


This 
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Ibis Conduct will make us great and 
happy, the Terror of our Enemies and 
the Refuge of our Friends; but then the 
Money ſo raiſed or ſaved muſt be appli- 
ed to the Diſcharge of the Publick Bur- 
thens, and not made Stales and Funds for 
new Ones; which will be to encreaſe our 
Calamity, and make our Condition de- 
ſperate. I hope every Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, conſcious of. his own 
Abilities, will propoſe what he conceives 
conducive to this great End; not think 
it the Province of particular Men, 
and ſo wait for Projects cook'd up by 
Stock-Jobbers, to ſerve preſent Views, 4 
and enrich thoſe further, who are too 11 
rich already, by making their Country 
oor. ES 

K As for my own Part, ſince I am not at 
Liberty to ſpeak my Mind where it 
might be of greater uſe, I will do it 
where and how I can; and till I fee 
that I am ſtopping the Tide with my 
Thumb, will do my beſt to fave my 
Prince and Country, nor ſhall regard 
whom I pleaſe or offend; I will nei- 
ther be frightned, bribed or provoked 
out of the Principles I have always pro- 
tefſed, and always practis'd. 
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My fixt Purpoſe is, if this Eſſay meets 
with a Reception anſwerable to the Good 
L intend, to enquire further into the Cauſes 
of all our Misfortunes ; to probe and ſearch 
our Wounds to the Core, and to offer at 


an adequate Remedy, which I ſhall ſub- 


mit to my Superiors Conſideration; but, 
in this Paper I ſhall only animadvert up- 
on the preſent State of the Civil Liſt, and 
hope to propoſe a Way to render it moſt 
Advantageous to his Majefty, and the 
leaſt burthenſome to his People. | 


I bleſs God chat 1 can lay my Hand 


upon my Heart, and ſafely declare, That 


Tam, ever was, and believe ever ſhall be, 


Heartily and affeAionarely attached to 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Title, which 
I fincerely. eſteem to be the beſt, if not 
the only, Right any mortal Man can 
have to Dominion over his Fellow-Crel- 
tures: As upon the moſt diſintereſted Ob- 
ſervation of his Actions, and the trueſt 
Information I can get of his Temper and 
Inclinations, I am fully convinced he has 
all thoſe Imperial Qualities, which are 
neceſſary, to make a People great and 
happy; ſo I cannot but exceedingly la- 


ment that our Corruptions, Factions and 


Follies ſhould render us incapable of ma- 
king the true Uſe and Advantage of Vir- 


tues uncommon to fo high a Station: 


Like 
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Like beneficent Heaven, he bids us be 
wiſe, great and happy, and we return 
the Gift upon his Hands, and long and 
luſt again for our Egyptian Bondage. 

Therefore if any Errors or Abuſes ſhould 
creep into the Adminiſtration, or the old 


Ones be not enough reformed, they ought 


not, nor will be imputable to him; but 
they alone ought to be anſwerable, whoſe 
Poſts and Stations give them admittance 
to his Royal Ear, and whoſe Buſineſs 
and Duty it is to acquaint him with his 
own Affairs, and to repreſent to him fair- 
ly and undiſguiſedly the Circumſtances 
and Wants of his People; the Neglect 
of which Duty ought to be Capital. 
But to return to the Subject I am to 
treat upon: The Civil Liſt was not ex- 
ceſſive, till the Reign of Charles the 2d, 
who bringing over with him French 
Inclinations, a French Religion, and 


French Luxury, and ſoon after having 


alſo got a French Miſtreſs, and procured 
the whole Publick Revenue to be ſettled 
upon himſelf for Life, amongſt other In- 
ſtances of his Frugality advanced the E- 
ſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt to near Five 
Hundred and Eighty Thouſand Pounds 
fer Ann. which then anſwered the Pur- 
poſes of that corrupt and vicious Court, 


and enabled it to make the firſt Bſſays of 
| C P en- 
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Pentioning Parliaments. It was ſome- 
thing retrenched in King James's time, 
though theQueen Regnant, Queen Dowa. 
ger, and Princeſs Anne's Courts were kept 
out of it. fe | 
When King William was ſettled upon 
the Throne, it was thought by many, 
who were moſt Zealous for fixing him 
there, that this Exceſs of the Civil Lift 
ought to be remedied, eſpecially conſiders 
ing what an expenſive War we were en- 
gaged in. They thought it very ſtrange 
that he, who had received three Crowns 
from the People's Gift, ſhould contribute 
nothing, nor abate the leaſt from the De- 
mands of the two former Kings, to main- 
tain a War, entered into to ſupport 
him in the Thrones he ſate upon; but 
this was eſteemed by others of more 
Breeding uncourtly Language, ungrateful 
to a Benefactor, ho condeſcended to 
wear the 3 nly for our Sakes; 
and ſo theſe unfaſhionable People were 
deem'd Male- contents, Whimſicals, Grum- 
blers, never ſatisfied with any Govern- 
ment, and not much better than Jacobites, 
and at laſt were forced to acquieſce, and 
conſent that as the King deſerved more 
than any of his Predeceſſors, ſo his Civil 


Liſt ought at leaſt to be as great as any 


of theirs ; and the general Opinion * 
that 
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that Six Hundred Thouſands Pounds per 


Annum, being an even Sum, ſhould be gi- 
ven for that Purpoſe, 111 
But even this was not thought enough 


7 
5 
Ss © 


for ſome Gentlemens Purpoſes, who by 


a new Feat of Legerdemain, carried on by 
the Aſſiſtance of an ancient and a dexterous 


ſelf and the Court by ſeeming to oppoſe it, 
which I thank God 1s not the Province of 


Seven Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Ann. 
to be granted to the King for Life, and 
to be firſt raiſed out of certain Funds, 
which produced a larger Sum, applicable 
afterwards to ſuch Uſes as the Parliament 
ſhould appoint ; which had this further 
Inconvenience alſo attending it, that the 
Courtiers not being to receive any Ad- 
vantage by the Surpluſs were nor likely 
to be very ſolicitous what became of it, 
provided the Fund given produced e- 
nough to anſwer their own Demands, and 


at Liberty to gratify their Friends and 
Creatures, by charging it with needleſs 
Officers, and indulging them afterwards 

in making their Fortunes as they could. 
This Proceeding gave a general Ot- 
fence, nor did the Parliament long ac- 
quieſce under it; but 3 ſoon as they had 
2 a 


Member, (who knew how to ſerve him- 


any Perſons now) obtained a Revenue of 


therefore might poſſibly think themſelves 
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a little manumitted themſelves from the 
Influence of the Conjuror's Wand, deter. 
min'd to reſume an Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds per Anz. of what they had un- 
warily given, and not ſuffer the Courti- 
ers to riot in Luxury and Corruption, 
whilſt they were exhauſting their very 
Vitals, and ſinking under the Load of 
their Debts and Payments. This Reſo- 
lution was not to be withſtood; ſo 
the Court Managers were forced to 
conſent that Three Thouſand Seven 
Hundred Pounds per Week ſhould be 
firſt taken out of the appropriated Funds 
and applied to other Uſes, and the Re- 
mainder, which was valued at about Six 
Hundred Thouland Pounds per Ann. was 
given to the Crown, with Expectation 
that the Court when it was their own 
would manage it better. | 
This was the Circumſtance of the Ci- 
vil Liſt in King William's time, and ſuch 
it was continued to Queen Anne, who 
ave in one Year a Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds to the Uſe of the War, maintain- 
ed her own, and Prince George's Courts 
out of it, gave Fifty Thouſand Pounds 
per Ann. to the building of Blenheim, as 
much more as tis ſaid ſomewhere elſe, and 
the Managers are foully belyed too, it 
they did not find out extraordinary Re- 
COINPENCES | 


F at % 


eompences for extraordinary Services; nor 
do I remember to have ever heard of a. 
ny Defect in the Civil Lift, till an igno. 
minious Peace was to be ignominiouſly 
defended, and an Exgliſb Parliament was 


to be choſen to bring about a French Re- 
volution. | 


In order to theſe worthy Ends, we 


were told that the Funds given for the 
Civil Liſt had not near produced the Sum 
intended; That the Queen had given the 
firſt Fruits to the pious Clergy; not 
without proper Hints beſides, that the 
Fifty Thouſand Pounds per Ann. had been 
punctually paid; by which Means the Ci- 
vil Liſt was much in Arrear,' and that 
the Sum of Five Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds was wanting, without which 
God knows what would become of the 
Ch—þ and the Pr. | 
All honeſt Men then faw and lamented 
what might he the Conſequence of ſuch 
an Attempt: They dreaded a Precedent 
which might and probably would be fol- 
lowed by every ſucceeding Miniſtry ; and 
then what muſt become ot the Kingdom, 
when the abuſing of an old Truſt is a 
ſufficient Pretence for asking a new one, 
Prodigality is to be furniſhed with new 
Means of Profuſion, and embezelling the 
the Publick Treaſure is a Reaſon for a * 
la- 
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hament to give more, to anſwer Purpoſes 
which they never approved, and perhaps 
will never know. 80 | 
If the Nation ſhall encourage the Ex. 
ceedings of that Income by paying them 
off, the Royal Revenue, and conſequent. 
ly the Royal Authority, will have no 


Bounds, but will run behind again, in 


order to be cleared again, and ſo create 


a new Circulation of Wants and Supplies, 


as if there were not enough already, and 
we muſt ever hereafter give what any new 
Miniſtry ſhall think fit to ask. A new 
and dangerous Method of ſqueezing the 


Kingdom, when it had given almoſt its 
all before! 


But ſo it was reſolved, for an extraor- 
dinary Occaſion required extraordinary 
Meaſures, which were however happily 
diſappointed by his Majeſty's coming to 


the Crown; nor can it be wondered if in 


the firſt Tranſports of a People juſt reſcued 
from Miſery and Deſtruction, they thought 
00mg too much for their great Bene- 

actor. | 


. | Notwithſtanding our heavy Load of 


Debts, they gave him a Civil Liſt great- 


er than any of his Predeceſſors, as it was 
not charged with their Burthens, nor lia- 
ble to any Deficiencies, as King William's 
and the Queen's were. g 


King 
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King Charles the 2d maintained the 
Queen's Court, and his numerous De; 
ſcendants, out of his. King James main- 
tained his Queen's Court, the Queen 
Dowager's, and the Princeſs Anz#s Family. 
King William maintained alſo the Prin- 
ceſs Anne, the Q. Dowager, and the Duke 
of Glouceſter ; and Queen Anne, all which 
is abovementioned; whereas a ſeparate 
Revenue of an Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
per Ann. is granted to the Prince for the 
Appenage of himſelf and Family. 8 

Nor was the leaſt regard had to his 
Majeſty's other Dominions, which might 
reaſonably contribute to the Support of 
their King's Court, who honours them 
ſo oſten with his Preſence, and leaves 
the mediate Heir to his Crown amongſt 
them. e | 
As I heartily rejoice at this Zeal and 
Affection ſhewan to his Perſon-and Govern- 
ment, ſo the Intent of this Paper is to 
make it as uſeful and advantageous to 
him, as it is chargeable to his Subjects, 
which will take off all Pretences of new 
Demands in future Reigns, (for we are 
{ure of no ſuch in this) and though they 
will be then made in the Name of the- 
Crown, yet probably will be afterwards 
{quandred to fatten Horſe - leeches by 
ſucking the Hearts Blood of the * 
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As the Crown never was, ſo it's ridj. 


culous to believe it ever will be better, 


for ſuch irregular Supplies: The Demands 


upon it will riſe in exact proportion to 
their fancied Riches, and the Weakneſs of 
the Miniitry : Every one will think he 
has a right to ſhare in the Profit, who has 
had a ſhare in the Guilt, and endleſs 
Importunities muſt diſtract the Court, as 
well as exhauſt the Nation. Whereas a 
general good Husbandry will ſoon put 
an end to all wild and impertinent Soli- 
Citations: No one will pretend to what 
no one has: Worthleſs Men will not 
ſpend their Subſtance, in hopes to repait 


themſelves out of the Kingdom's Ruins; 


but the Direction of the publick Affairs 
will fall naturally into Hands, who 
have no Intereſt but in the publick Hap- 
pineſs. 8 

It muſt have been an unſpeakable Diſ- 


ſatisfaction to a Prince ſo famous thro? the 


World for the Government of his Family, 
for his Frugality in laying out his Reve- 
nues, and known Oeconomy of all his Affairs 
in his other Dominions, to ſee People here 
{o overwhelmed with Vice and Faction, 
with Corruption and Prodigality, that no 


Incomes will ſatisfy them, no Gratificati- 
ons oblige them, nor no Principles influ- 


ence them. How muſt he have _ 
| ur- 
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firpriſed when he firſt heard of a Cuſtom in 
the latter Part of the Queen's Reign, of hi- 
ring Men to be preferr'd, and of giving great 
Sums to them to accept of great Places; as 
if there was any Office in England could be 


filled but with one Man, and that no other 


deſerving Perſon could be found who would 
embrace it upon the Motives of its native 
Honour and Advantage: Without doubt he 
made the Reflection, that ſuch Officer was 
to abuſe and pervert the Authority of his 
Place, to do Work which he knew was un- 
juſtifiable and unſafe, and therefore when 
he ventured his Head he was to be conſide- 
red and rewarded for his Boldneſs and his 
Danger. 3 1 55 

How much muſt he have been amazed 
when he was told of another Practice then, 
of giving great Penſions to Men of great For- 
tunes when they were diſmiſs'd from their 
Employ ments, and often for Crimes; That 
one was to be rewarded for being turn'd out 
of a profitable Office, and another for accep- 
ting it, and that the Nation was to pay them 
both. Certainly he ask d, if they deſerved 
their Employments, why were they turned 
out of them; and if not, why muſt they have 
an Equivalent? But the Myſtery was unravel» 
led when he was 'informed, that dirty Work 
had been, and was ſtill to be done, and that 
no one who had once been in the Secret; 
was ever to be diſobliged; That their Suc- 
ceſſors had no Quarrel to their Conduct, but 
to their Places, and were reſolved to proceed 


in the ſame Methods, and ſo were providing 
D only 
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only for themſelves and their own Security. 


in Reverſion. 5 ee 
How muſt he have lamented. the poor 

Queen's Unhappineſs to be ſerved by ſo weak 

and corrupt a Miniſtry, that though her Peo- 


ple, without regard to the heavy Preſſures they 


lay under, had given her a moſt ample and 
truly Royal Revenue to ſupport the Splendor 
and Magnificence of her Court; yet like A- 
zeas's Banquet it was almoſt all devoured, or 
ſnatch'd away by the polluted Claws of ob- 
{cene and ravenous Harpies; ſo that what re- 
mained was ſcarce enough to maintain her 
Table and private Expences, and ſhe her ſelf, 
like Tantalus, was the only Perſon that want- 
ed in the midſt of Profuſion: When he was 
informed that Part of it was eaten up by ſu- 
pernumerary Officers of no Ule to her State, 
or Service to her Perſon ; that more of it was 
ſwallowed by the exorbitant Bills of Station- 
ers, Gardeners, Builders of all Kinds, Officers 
of the Kitchen and Houſhold, and many others 
who claimed a ſort of Preſcription to Roguery, 
and would think - themſelves injured if they 
could not wrong the Crown, and like Pellicans 
pull out the Entrals of the Parent who fed and 


_ raiſed them. But how much more yet muſt he 


have been aſtoniſhed, when he was told that 
the greateſt Part of her Revenue was laviſh'd 


in Penſions, and given away to thoſe who 
were not only poſleſs'd of moſt of the great 


Employments in Exgland before, but had 
every Day new ones created for them, 
without regard | to any other Merit or 
(Qualifications, but knowing how to make 

| | a 


* ] 


a proper Application of two Moniſyl 
laben??? | 

So wiſe a King could not avoid making 
the natural Obſervations which reſulted from 
this unhappy Conduct: Undoubtedly he pi- 
tied the Condition of Princes, who in the 


midit of all the outward Shew and Pageantry 


of Greatneſs are often encompals'd, and l may 
almoſt ſay impriſoned, by the moit ambitious 


and corrupt of Men; that they muſt ſee with 


ſuch Mens. Eyes, and hear with their Ears; 
that- vertuous Men always are endeavoured 
to be kept from their Preſence by ſuch Miſ- 
creants, more than an inte&tious Diſtemper, 
knowing that Vice and Folly muſt fly before 
them, like Phantoms at the Approach of the 
Motning Sun. He knew well that as ſuch In- 
ſects are raiſed out of corrupted Matter, by 
the Heat of a Summer's Day; ſo they always 
fly and ſeek for new Shelter upon the Ap- 
pearance of a Shower, or the Approach of 
the Evening Star. 

In the proſperous Condition of their Af- 
fairs ſuch a ſervile Crew, like the Scum of 
termented Liquors, will riſe uppermoſt, and 


appear always in fight, haunting their Courts, 


flattering their Perſons, indulging their Vices, 
and promoting their Expences; whilſt wiſe 
and good Men, conſcious of their own Vir- 


tue, and Abilities, will expect to be ſought 


after, tho' are ſeldom :enquired for, till the 
Remedy is too late, and 'ris ont of their 
Power to help their Prince, and ſave their 
Country. $0; 
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He eaſily perceived from [what Sources 
ſuch Miſchicts flowed upon the Queen and 
People. He ſaw that her Miniſtry by their 


Folly and Crimes had reduced themſelves. e- 


yen to a Neceſſity of bribing Men to do their 
own Bulineſs, and paying them to ſerve 
themſelyes. Haying firſt reſolved to raiſe 
their own Fortunes upon the Publick Ruins, 
and to facrifice their Prince's and Country's 
Happineſs to their own Ambition and Co. 
vetouſneſs, they were obliged to make uſe 
of the priyate Intereſts and Paſſions of Men, 
and endeavour to ſubdue every Spirit of Op- 
poſition, and every popular Tongue upon 
any Terms: They knew by Experience that 
a good Gift would ſoften an angry Heart, 
and a good Poſt convince a refratory Ene- 


my or a Publick Spirit, who by ſuch Means 


would roundly and readily come into Moti- 
ons and Meaſures which before had appear d 
monſtrous and dangerous; ſome were paid 
for ſpeaking, others tor holding their Tongues, 
ſome for aſſiſting, others for not oppoſing ; 
Nor did they value the Expence, knowing 4 
Bucket full of Water thrown into a Pump 
will fetch up all that is in the Well. 

He then {aw clearly the Reaſon why the 
Nation had never reſented the moſt exorbi- 
tant Offences, viz. becauſe the Miniſtry 


would not make a Rod for themſclves, and 


puniſh Crimes which they were reſolved to 
commit ; and why any Method was never 
fincerely propos d by them, or thought of to 
reduce the national Expences, which were 
the Harveſt of the Managers, and the Mines 

ou 
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tis indeed but too true if there ever appear'd 

any faint or ſeeming Offer to eaſe the 

National Debts, it always terminated in a 

— to enrich private Men, and encreaſe our 
urthens. 

He ſaw the Folly and Ridicule of heaping 
up Places and Penſions often upon Men, who 
muſt have ſtarved if they were to have got 
but Five Pounds by their Merit. He was 
too well acquainted with Mankind not to 
know, that the Clamouts and Importunities 
of ſuch Wretches are endleſs and infinite; 
who never know what is fit to ask, when 
they have to do with thoſe who' do nor 
know what is fit to give; That ſuch De- 
mands will multiply upon a Miniſtry faſter 
than the ZFhdra's Heads, and the gratifying 
One will produce an Hundred. _ | 

Men who are contented in their own Ob- 
ſcurity, when they ſee Worthleſſneſs rewarded 
and bought wp at a high Price, will put in 
their Claim too ; and think themſelves upon 
2 level in Merit with thoſe that have none, 
and ſo ruin themſelves and Country in ſpight, 
if they are not gratified. When Penſions grow 
common, and are promiſcuouſly given to 
thoſe who have deſerved 'them, and thoſe 
who have not, the Demand and Application 
for them will grow univerſal: Every one will 
| eſteem it a ſort of Contempt to him to be left 

out, and think himſelf as well intitled, as an- 
other who is not intitled at all. So that what 


is taken from the People's Induſtry, and 1 
or 


out of which they dug their Wealth. And 
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for the People's Protection will be ſquandred 
awaya to ſupport Lazineſs, Prodigality and 
Vice, and the Bread of the Children will be 
thrown to Dogs. | 

He muſt have again condoled the unhappy 

acen's Circumſtances, whoſe fooliſh and 
depraved Miniſtry in the latter Part of her 
Reign had ſervilely flatter'd and co-operated 
with a few Male and Female Paraſites, wha 
beſieged her Perſon and poiſoned her Ears, 
who were every Day leſſening their Pringe's 
Intereſt with her People, and ungratefully 
ſacrificing their Benefactor's Honour, Hap- 
pineſs and Security to their own ſordid Ava- 
rice and inſatiable Pride, by engaging her 
in Alliances and Treaties unacceptable to 


her Subjeas, and by keeping an open Mar- 


ket, and ſelling to the faireſt Bidder all, Of- 
fices and Employments which were not. as 
before diſpos'd of, and by that means pre- 
verting the National Juſtice, impairing the Pub- 


lick Revenue, and adding greatly to her Peo- 


ples burthens; for undoubtedly whoe ver is vile 
enough ſo to buy an Employment, will think 
it Lawful to make the beſt of it afterwards, 
and will ſtick at no Methods to do it, when 
he is ſure of Protection from thoſe who have 
received his Money. | 
All this muſt have made him refle& 
upon the Viciſſitude of humane Affairs, and 
wonder at the Corruption and Dege- 
nerrcy of a Nation, ſo famous through 
the World for being tenacious of their Li- 
berties, and often defending them at the 
hazard of their Lives, and every thing = 
chat 
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that was dear to them; that they ſhould be 
in his time ſunk ſo low, and become {ſo 
contemptible, that not one ſingle Briton 
ſhould dare to open his Mouth, and but 
breath his Re ſentments againſt theſe glaring 
and exorbitant Abuſes. 

He certainly lookt upon this as an Oppor- 
tunity put by Heaven into his Hands, to 
acquire Reputation to himſelf and do good 
to Mankind, and formed a generous and 
ſteady Reſolution to. call up all our antient 
Virtue, and reſtore ſo great a People to them- 
ſelves. Almighty God cannot open a larger or 
nobler Scene to a truly Great Man for the exer- 
ciſe of his Virtues, than to ſet him at the 
Head of a corrupted People, that he may 
have the Honour of. reſtoring and reforming 
them, which is a' Glory beyond all the gaudy 
Triumphs of fabulous and imaginary Heroes. 

But every honeſt Man ought to give his 
Help too, to this great Work, and to aſſiſt 
our Illuſtrious Benefactor in his Generous 
Deſign, and firſt ſhew our Gratitude to him 
by endeavouring to lighten his Crown and 
make it ſit eaſy upon his Head; which 
can be only done by ſupporting his Dignity 
in the Manner which will moſt endear him 
to his People. 

As the Parliament has given him a large 
and moſt noble Revenue, ſo it cannot be 
doubted from their known Loyalty but they 
will do every thing in their Power to make it 
effectual to him, and render their own Gifts 
compleat; that he may receive what his People 
Pay, and they have the Pleaſure to ſee hey 

they 
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ling Gain be at an End, ſo thoſe that under- 
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they are contributing to the Honour and 


Splendor of the Crown, and not to the en- 
riching of ſome of the worſt Men amongſt. 


them, as has been the Caſe in former 
 Reigns. 


Indeed this Diſtemper by long habit ſeems 
to be grown ſo inveterate, and ſo many pri- 
vate Intereſts are concerned in preventing 
the Remedy, that it is become a Work e- 
qual to the Legiſlature Power. Beſides, the 
Royal Authority ought always to be ſcreen- 


ed from the load of Envy and Anger, which 


will always attend a Reformation of this 
kind. As there are great Numbers whoſe 
Intereſt will be affected by it, and their dar- 


take it muſt expect all the Reſentments 
which can be ſuggeſted by Rage and Diſap- 
pointment. FED 7: 
Nor can this Regulation be expeRed from 
the Favourites of Princes and the Followers 
of their Courts and Fortunes: It would be 
Cruelty as well as Folly to hope for ſuch Aſ- 
ſiſtance. Intereſt and Self-Love will ſtand in 
the Way, and they muſt hurt themſelves to 
ſerve the Publick, and leſſen their own In- 
come to. encreaſe their Maſter's: Bur the 
Body of a grateful People can have no In- 
rereſt but in their Prince's Felicity, nor can 
they give a greater Inſtance of their Affection 
and Duty to him, than to reſcue his Perſon 
and Revenue out of Jaws which would 
devour them both, if ever that ſhould hap- 
en to be the Caſe; nor can a Parliament of 
England do a more acceptable Action, or bet- 
ter 


tet recommend themſelves to their Principals, 
againſt a ſucceeding Election. 

At preſent, I thank God, we have nothing 
to fear from our induſtrious, publick ſpirited 
and upright Miniſtry ; but conſidering the uſual 
Jumble and Rotation of Factions in this King- 
dom, who knows how long we may be Bleit 
with them? Therefore we have Reaſon to hope 
from the known Juſtice and Wiſdom of our 
Repreſentatives, that an effectual Method will 
be found out to hinder us from relapſing in- 
to the Calamities before complained of, and 
which have proved ſo fatal to both Prince 
and People. | 

I am (ſufficiently ſenſible of my own Ina- 
bility to propoſe a proper Remedy for theſe 
Evils, and know well that there are many o- 
thers more equal to the Undertaking ; which 
they have hitherto neglected either from De- 
ſpair of the Cure, or worſe Reaſons; but L 
have ſometimes known a Patient given over. 
by a famed Phyſician, and cured by an Em- 
perick. 

It is one degree of Publick Virtue not ta 
deſpair of the publick Happineſs. The Ro- 
mans, the beſt Judges of Merit, received 
Honourably a Run-away General, quia non 
deſperavit de republica: Many a State has 
been deſtroyed by weak and worthleſs In- 
ſtruments, and why may not one be ſaved by 
them ? A Flock of Geeſe once ſaved the Ca- 
pitol By their cackling. Therefore encouraged 
by theſe Reaſons and Examples, I offer to the 
Conſideration of my Repreſentatives, 
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iſ. That a Commiſſion be eſtabliſhed by 
the Legiſlature, who ſhall be empowered to 
enquire by Oath into the Abuſes of Collect- 
ing and Managing every Branch of the Pub. 
lick Revenue, as well as of the Civil Liſt ; to 
examine into the ſupernumerary and uſeleſs 
Offices, as well as exorbitant Salaries and 
extorted Fees; to look into the Bills of the 
lower Officers of the Houſhold, of the Builders, 
Stationers, Gardeners, with all the ravenous 
Crew ; to ſearch into the Penſions and the 
pretences for granting them, and indeed into 
every Part of the. Expence of the Civil Liſt 
except his Majeſty's Privy Purſe, and lay this 
Enquiry before the Parliament in the ſucceed- 
ing Seſſions, and under what Heads they 
conceive there may be a Regulation of the 
Expence. 

2dly. That it be made High Treaſon 
for any Perſon to pay, or any Member of 
Parliament to receive, in truſt or otherwiſe, 
any Penſion, Sum of Money or other Gratui- 
ty from the Crown, unleſs it be entered in 
a publick Office, with the Reaſons for giving 
or granting it, to which Office every one may 
have Admirtance, and that all preſent Penſi- 
ons be reſumed. 5 

Such a Proceeding would be worthy of an 


Engliſh Parliament, worthy the Reſpe& they 


owe to their King, and giving him a ſubſtanti- 
al and truly Royal Income to himſelf, inſtead 
of making him a Nominal Truſtee ro receive 
his Revenue only for the uſe of others. This 
would be doing it in the moſt acceptable and 


grateful Method, by taking the Odium to 
| themſelves, 
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themſelves, and leaving the whole Benefit to 
their Prince. This muſt be alſo molt engaging 
to his Virtuous Miniſtry, who will have the 
Joy and Tranſport of ſeeing and ſharing in 
a proper Degree his Grandeur and Magnih- 
cence, without the uneaſy Task of their Pre- 
deceſſors, (viz.) of making new and ungrate” 
ful Demands upon an exhauſted People. It 
muſt be an unſpeakable Satisfaction to them 
too, to be freed from the daily and reſtleſs 
Importunities of clamorous Pretenders to 
Penſions, by having an Anſwer always ready 
in their Mouths, which muſt ſilence every im- 
pertinent and unreaſonable Demand. 

It cannot therefore be queſtioned but Per- 
ſons of their Sagacity and tender Sence of 
Virtue, mult rejoyce and heartily concur in 
a Deſign ſo glorious to His Majeſty, advan- 
tageous to his People, and conducive to A 
their own Honour and Quiet, and will un- | 
doubtedly give all private and prudent Aſ- | 
ſiſtance to it in their Power. What a Pleaſure : 

| muſt it be to Them to ſee, during their Ad- If 
miniſtration, their Country eaſed of its heavy 
Burthens ; and, as it were, relieved from the | 
laws of Death, and become again a flourifh- 
ing and moſt Potent Kingdom All who had il 
the Honour to know them before they were | 
worthily advanced to their preſent Greatneſs, i þ 
have heard them frequently exert their known 4 
Eloquence upon this Subject, and have Rea- 
lon to hope, indeed I may ſay expect, that 
they will now make good their repeated 
Promiſes. 
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Country, intend to continue in the ſame Me. 


in the Expence. 
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As to myſelf, who own many Obligations 
to their Goodneſs, as well upon the Publick 
Account, as for a very late Favour perſonally 
intended me, I ſhall take every Opportunity 
of acknowledging my Gratitude; and, being 
ſenſible I canno way make myſelf ſo acceptable 
to them, as by endeavouring to ſerve my 


thod, and hope, in due Time, to lay before 
them, what Sums may be ſaved in the Col- 
lection of the Publick Revenues, as well as 


I believe it may be eaſily made out, that 
the Management of the Revenues alone in 
the late Reign, coſt the People more than the 
whole Produce amounted to in Queen Eliza- 
beth's Time. And in this, I do not include 
the immenſe Advantages then got by indirect 
Means, in all the Offices, and particularly 
in the Navy, which coſt the Kingdom many 
times as much as the Officers could get to 
themſelves, not only by greatly enhancing 
the Price of all Stores and Proviſions, but in 
diſcontenting the Seamen, and driving them 
into Foreign Service, without which it's 
thought our preſent Enemies could not have 
appeared upon the Seas. 

At preſent I ſhall put them in Mind only 
of the different Management of the Directors 
of two of the City Companies, and the late 
Directors for the Publick. | 
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Sour - Sea Company: 


*. 


Governors and Directors — 5500 
Treaſurer — 200 
Deputy Treaſurer — 150 
Secretary — — 200 
Accountant — 20 
Two other Accountant? — 250 
Four Clerks — — 230 
Four Treaſurers Clerks — 220 
Houſe - Keeper, Door - Keepers and 
Beadle - —ͤ— 7185 
Incidents, — —— about 600 


In all not more per Annum than 8000 


Bank of England. 


I. 

Governor, Deputy Governor, and 8 
Directors * 
Secretary  —— — — 200 
Accountant — — 200 
One Caſh ier, — 250 
Three other Caſhiers —d 450 


Other Clerks, 


about 5000 


In all ſomething more per Annum 
than 10000 


———ů —m—j —¾ 


As I do not pretend to be exact in the Com- 
putation aforeſaid, ſo I can be much leſs ſo 
in the ſuppoſed Profits of the 3 

ces, 


a 
9 
b 
ſc 
2 
75 
i 
5 


[ 39 ] 
fices, for obvious Reaſons; and therefore 1 


can only eſtimate them at the reputed Va- 


lues, in which I am perſuaded I do not ex- 
ceed the Truth. 


I. 
Lord Treaſurer —— — $8o00 
Secretary — — $8ooo 
Four 1ſt Clerks — — _ 6000 
Auditor General — — $8ooo 
Clerks —— 3000 
Tellers and Clerks — 10000 
Pells and Clerks — — 3ñBooo- 
| Remembrancers —— sooo 
Auditors of the Revenue — 3000 
Auditors of the Impreſt. 8000 
Pipe — — 5000 
Other Officers — — 5000 
Incident Charges 15000 


In all goooo 


I think it will not be denied, notwith- 
ſtanding this great difference in the Expence- 
that the Receipts and Payments are greater 
in the Bank than in the Exchequer ; nay tis 
remarkable that moſt of the Publick Payments 
are now made at the Bank, there being an 
Officer from thence conſtantly attending the 


| Exchequer, ready to give Bank Bills to all who 


have Demands of Money. So that many of 
the Offices there are now become Sine-cures, 
as others of them were before. 


Before 
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Before I conclude, I think myſelf obliged 
to do all Right to the late Officers of the 
Exchequer, and as I have without reſerve 
cenſured their Errors, ſo I ought equally to 
applaud their Vertues, and to own that the 
Revenue which paſſed through theit Hands 
was really and in truth manag'd by Under- 
Clerks, at leſs Expence than even in the Bank 
it ſelf ; inſomuch, as I am told, the great 
Accounts of the Army, which amounted to 
ſo many Millions, as well as the Cuſtoms, &c. 
were paſſed and checqued only by Deputy 
Clerks, with ſmall Salaries, in the Auditors of 
the Impreſts Offices; nay, it's ſaid the Fru- 
gality was then ſo great, that the vaſt Sums 
gained during the laſt War by the returning 
of the Publick Money abroad were not ac- 
counted for at all; to which happy Parſimony 
we owe the Diſcovery of many of the brighteſt 
Genius's of the Age, who in all Appearance 
might have been otherwiſe buried in Obſcu- 
tity, and ſo loſt to the World for want of 


proper Opportunities to .exert their great 
Talents, 


Hand facile emergunt quorum virtutibus obſtat 
Res anguſia Domi. | 
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